
Sermon Guide – July 18, 2021 – Broken and Blessed

Out of Control

This week we continue our series through the book of Genesis with Abraham and 
Sarah.  God called them to leave behind everything familiar and to go where God led 
them.  It was an exercise in TRUST.  Their culture was very family centric – everything 
was for the good of the family – the immediate family.  God called them to move away 
from family – to be a part of a much bigger plan which was to include people they didn’t 
know – to think beyond themselves.  What a huge step for them!  Another layer of trust 
involved God – the one, true God who was new to them.  Their culture most likely was 
poly-theistic, meaning they worshiped more than one god.  Imagine the conversations 
with their parents and other relatives: “You are going to do WHAT?”

Reflect upon their decision and what courage it took to follow God’s call.  When have 
you been challenged to leave the familiar behind to go where you were called to go?

With so much trust and dependence required in their relationship with God, I can 
understand Sarah’s need to feel some kind of control, especially when it came to 
“helping along” God’s plans for Abraham and Sarah to have a child.  But, the whole plan
for Hagar was a mess from the beginning.

When has something you tried to control turned into a mess?

LaGrone describes Hagar as the Bible’s first single mother.  From your experience, 
describe the stressors and responsibilities you have witnessed that single mothers 
experience.  How can you or have you been a resource for that family?

LaGrone says that when our need to control gets out of control, the best thing we can 
do is STOP.  Just stop it!  Talk about your experience and how hard stopping can be.


