
Sermon Guide – Feb. 28, 2021 – Safe Keeping

Luke 7:1-10
7 After Jesus[a] had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered 
Capernaum. 2 A centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill 
and close to death. 3 When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, 
asking him to come and heal his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus, they appealed to 
him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having you do this for him, 5 for he loves our 
people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” 6 And Jesus went with them, but 
when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do 
not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; 7 therefore I 
did not presume to come to you. But only speak the word, and let my servant be 
healed. 8 For I also am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to 
one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do 
this,’ and the slave does it.” 9 When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning
to the crowd that followed him, he said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such 
faith.” 10 When those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in 
good health.

This same story with a few differences appears in Matthew 8:5-13.
5 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him 6 and saying, 
“Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.” 7 And he said to him, “I
will come and cure him.” 8 The centurion answered, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof; but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I also
am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, 
and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does 
it.” 10 When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who followed him, “Truly
I tell you, in no one[a] in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from 
east and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven, 12 while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let
it be done for you according to your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour.

One of the differences between the two Gospels is that in Matthew the 
centurion himself comes to ask Jesus for help.  In Luke he sends the 
Jewish elders.  Later as Jesus is approaching his home, the centurion 
sends a delegation of friends to tell Jesus he does not need to come to the 
house, but to “only say the word.”  Are there other differences you see?

Pastor Cindy lifted up a phrase from the Lukan account in verse 7:
7 And Jesus said to him, “I will come and cure him.” 



What could we do to reach out to those in the community we don’t spend 
enough time thinking about?  How can we focus on healing for them?
To what part of our community can we say, “I will come…”?

What do you need to feel safe?  What connections need to strengthened to
heal any isolation you may feel?  If you are in need of something, consider 
this an invitation to let someone know what you need without feeling 
embarrassment or shame about it.

How could our faith call us out more and more until we cannot stand by as 
some are suffering, as any are suffering? 

What ideas do you have for reaching out for people who are suffering?


